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aggregate of wealth now than we had, say, two cen-
turies ago ; we can support four times the population,
though the condition of the lowest stratum may not
be better. And this amazing advance of wealth is not
due to the fact that Englishmen of to-day have better
brains for mathematics than the Englishmen of
Newton's time; but to the accumulation of capital,
the improvement of the natural conditions of the soil,
the turning to account of vast masses of material,
previously neglected ; to the invention of machinery,
and so forth; all of which imply, not necessarily the
very slightest improvement of natural capacity, but
simply the growth of knowledge, and the fact that
each generation has preserved more than it has con-
sumed. What we call progress or civilisation, which
means, whatever else it may or may not mean, a
gigantic increase in the power of man over nature, is
due, therefore, to the one fact that man can accumu-
late. He can modify the earth in such a way as to
facilitate the labours of the coming generations; he
can make tools which last beyond his own time, and
which themselves become, as it were, the ancestors
of incomparably superior tools,* he can, moreover,
accumulate and transmit knowledge, not merely the
knowledge of facts, but the knowledge of scientific
laws and of useful inventions, and of the right
methods of investigating facts. When Newton made